Leader:  You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  You sent him into this world to satisfy the longings of your people for a Savior, to bring freedom to the captives of sin, and to establish justice for the oppressed.  He came among us as one of us, taking the lot of the poor, sharing human suffering.  We rejoice that in his death and rising again, you set before us the sure promise of new life, the certain hope of a heavenly home where we will sit at table with Christ our host.

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your creation this bread and this wine and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming.  With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service.

Christ is the bread of life:

People:  When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, until you come in glory.
Leader:  Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your Spirit make us one with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in ministry in every place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.


Strengthen us, O God, in the power of your Spirit to bring good news to the poor and lift blind eyes to sight, to loose the chains that bind and claim your blessing for all people.  Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory, and we shall feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm.


Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen.
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

Prayer after Communion and The Lord’s Prayer
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Going in God's Name
*HYMN # 41


    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
                          ADESTE FIDELES
BENEDICTION  
      Choral Benediction   
          “God Be With You”

   Ralph Vaughn Williams  
POSTLUDE                                        “From Heaven Above”
W. Held

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
* First Sunday of Advent Litany – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance uses these liturgies, written by The Reverend Diane Ollerenshaw of Valleyview Presbytgerian Church in Calgary, Alberta, and produced by the Presbyterian Church of Canada, PWS&D, with the permission of Presbyterian World Service & Development.
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Lakeview Presbyterian Church

5914 Canal Boulevard – New Orleans , LA  70124

504-482-7892        www.Lpcno.org
1st Sunday of Advent
December 3, 2006 – 9:00 a.m.

Service of Word and Sacrament
*The Congregation is invited to stand       
 The Gathering
INTROIT                                           “Prepare the Way O Zion”                Then Swenska Psalmboken
PRELUDE                                       Fantasy on "Veni Emmanuel"

                                R. Lau

(The Prelude calls us to quiet our hearts and minds in preparation for worship.)
*CALL TO WORSHIP          
                                          
                                     Bill Neitzer
Leader: Hear the invitation of the prophet Isaiah: Come, let us go up to God’s holy mountain, that we may learn to walk in all God’s ways.  

People: With the prophets as our guide, and the “great cloud of witnesses” our companions, we shall make YOUR ways, O God, OUR ways. 

*INVOCATION
*HYMN # 9                                      “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                     VENI EMMANUEL
(Please pass prayer requests to the center aisle during the first hymn.)
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE:  HOPE          Pam Wegmann, Kaitlyn & Robert Johnston
Leader:  We are waiting, O God!  In all times and all places we are looking for a sign that your redemption is drawing near.

People:  Behold, I am coming soon.

Leader:  We are keeping vigil on earth, knowing you will fulfill your promise to bring justice, righteousness and peace.

People:  Behold, I am coming soon.

Leader:  We are open to the new, listening and ready to respond, willing to repent, to change, to be healed and transformed.

People:  Behold, I am coming soon.

Leader:  As we stand on the threshold of a new church year, we put our trust in God.  We look to Jesus for the encouragement we need to remain steadfast in faith.  We pray for the blessings of the Holy Spirit that the hope in our hearts may motivate us to live out our calling.

People:  Christ is the hope of the world!

Leader:  We light the first candle of Advent, the candle of hope.  Let us pray.

ALL:  Come Lord Jesus, come!  In you we place our trust.  Make known your ways to us that we may proclaim your good news and be good news to others.  Amen. *
CALL TO CONFESSION   
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                              (Silent Confession)

We confess, O God, that we do not take seriously your coming into our lives.  We do not believe that salvation is near; we do not act uprightly, loving you, our neighbors, or ourselves; nor do we bend our swords and spears.  Forgive us, we pray, that we might once again walk in your light, choosing the world of our Christ.  Amen.  

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                                                                             #36,
In the bleak midwinter, Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone;

Snow had fallen, snow on snow,  Snow on snow,

In the bleak midwinter, Long ago.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON





*GLORIA PATRI
SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
Leader:  Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid." The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:  And also with you.   (The congregation greets each other, saying:  “Peace be with you.”)
The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                    
FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 37:1-11
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM                                            “Sweet Little Jesus Boy”                                      MacGimsey
Sue Burge, Soloist
WORD FOR CHILDREN                                                                                            Jerri Hanemann
SECOND LESSON:  Ephesians 3:12-16
             Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON                                                “Can These Bones Live?”              The Rev. Neale L. Miller
The Thanksgiving

*HYMN # 2                               “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                               HYFRYDOL
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

OUR OFFERING AND PLEDGE COMMITMENT TO CONTINUE OUR SUPPORT OF THIS MINISTRY
  Offertory                                             “Of The Father's Love Begotten”

                 W. Held

*Doxology      Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Thanksgiving

Leader:  The Lord be with you.


People:  And also with you.


Leader:  Lift up our hearts.


People:  We lift them to the Lord.


Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader:  It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe.  You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.  You set us in this world to love and serve you, and to live in peace with all that you have made.
When we turned from you, you did not turn from us.  When we were captives in slavery, you delivered us to freedom, and made covenant to be our sovereign God.  When we were stubborn and stiff-necked, you spoke to us through prophets who looked for that day when justice shall triumph and peace shall reign over all the earth. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the celestial choirs and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:

People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.
LAKEVIEW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Please turn off all cell phones and pagers when entering the sanctuary.

Lakeview Presbyterian Church gladly welcomes visitors to our worship.  We cordially invite  you  to join us for coffee and fellowship immediately following the worship service.  If you do not presently have a church home, we invite you to join our family of faith.  You may become a member by Profession of Faith, Reaffirmation of Faith, or Transfer of Church Membership from any Christian congregation.  Please feel free to speak with the Rev. Miller about your interest in becoming a member of our congregation.  

The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are dedicated to the glory of God by Charles Hadley in loving memory of his mother Caroline Filip Hadley.
Second Session is available during worship for infants and children up through second grade.  The children will be invited to go to Second Session following the word with children and can be picked up after worship in the second session room upstairs.  Infant care is also available.  Parents can bring infants to the nursery in the second session room prior to worship.
Prayer Requests:  The worship committee encourages you to make known any prayer requests by filling in the bulletin insert provided.  If you would like your prayer included in the Prayers of the People, please pass your prayer request to the center aisle during the first hymn.  

Please take a look at the committee meetings scheduled for this week and mark your calendars: Growth/Mission and Service Committee will meet tomorrow Monday, Dec. 4, at 6:30 pm;  Session will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 5, at 6:30 pm; Fellowship/Worship Committee meets next Wednesday, Dec. 5, at 6:00 pm; Christian Education Committee will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 5, at 6:30 pm;
Day School Board meets next Thursday, Dec. 6 at 6:30 pm at the Day School at Lake Vista United Methodist Church.

ATTENTION YOUTH – LOCK-IN Event! Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 14, 2007 from 10:00 PM until 7:00 AM on Monday, 1/15/2007 for a youth Lock-In at the Adventure Quest Laser Tag facility in Elmwood which is behind the Fox and Hound restaurant.  The cost will be $25 per person and can make your reservation by calling or emailing Jennifer Vaughn at (466-3333 w; 258-2220 c; 455-5465 h; or email .  Don’t miss this opportunity to have a great time and think about asking a friend to join you!

Youth from the New Orleans area (grades 6th – 12th) are invited by Palma Sola Presbyterian Church, Bradenton, Florida, for a reverse “Mission Trip” themed, “Outward focused, Inward bound: from the Bayou…to the Beach.”  When: December 26 – 30, 2006. Cost: Free!  Housing will be provided by host families of Palma Sola Presbyterian Church.  There will be daily devotions and fellowship with the youth of Palma Sola and fun daily activities such as trips to the beach, bowling, mini-golf, movies and more.  For more information and to register please call Jennifer Vaughn, 258-2220 or 455-5465.

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

SUNDAY

9:00 am 
Worship Service





10:00 am
Congregational Meeting to elect elders





10:00 am
Coffee Fellowship




10:30 am
Sunday School

MONDAY

6:30 pm
Mission & Service/Church Growth Meeting


TUESDAY

6:30 pm
Session Meeting


WEDNESDAY

6:00 pm
Worship/Fellowship Meeting





6:30 pm
Christian Education Meeting





7:00 pm 
Choir Rehearsal


THURSDAY

6:30 pm
Day School Board Meeting


SUNDAY 

9:00 am
Worship Service





10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship





10:00 am
Youth Dessert Auction




10:30 am
Sunday School

LPC General Fund Giving received, November 26:  $ 1,615.00
Katrina Gifts received week of November 26: $1,590.70
Worship Attendance November 26:  62 
Second Session Volunteer: Holly Wilson
We thank Barbara & Stewart Morlier for providing refreshments for coffee fellowship.

We thank Susan Canavello for preparing communion this morning.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

	Sunday 12/3
Matthew 25:1-13
	Monday 12/4
Luke 20:1-8
	Tuesday 12/5
Luke 20:9-18  

	Wednesday 12/6
 Luke 20:19-26
	Thursday 12/7
 Luke 20:27-40
	Friday 12/8
 Luke 20:41-21:4 

	Saturday 12/9
Luke 21:5-19
	Sunday 12/10
Luke 7:28-35
	Monday 12/11
 Luke 21:20-28


There will be a Congregational Meeting immediately following worship today, for the purpose of electing elders.  The nominees for elders are as follows:  Tom Sproles – one year term filling vacancy in class of 2007; Kenny Michael, Judy Serou, Sue Burge, and Elaine Christoph – two year terms – Class of 2008; Elmer Ducorbier, Keith Amacker, Susan Canavello, and Robert Johnston – three year terms – Class of 2009.

If you need something to get you in the holiday spirit, come see “A New Orleans Holiday Story,” an original musical theatre revue being performed by students of NOCCA/Riverfront. Appearing in the performance is our own Holli Caitlin Campbell.   The musical is playing December 6-9 at 7 P.M. and December 9 at 2 P.M. in the Nims Blackbox Theatre at NOCCA, 2800 Chartres St. The admission is $5, but seating is limited, so call ahead for tickets. 940-2900.
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We are surrounded by so great

a cloud of witnesses. . .

Hebrews 12:1

Today is Dedication Sunday!

Please place your Time, Talent, and Financial Gifts Pledge Sheet in the offering plate this morning.  If you have misplaced or have forgotten your pledge sheet, forms are available on the table located in the rear of the sanctuary.

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.  And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:23-25


It’s that time of year again!

The LPC Youth Group is having one of their famous dessert/appetizer auctions following worship next Sunday, December 10, just in time for Christmas.

If you’d like to donate something for auction, please fill out the form below and either put it in the offering plate, or hand it to one of the youth after church. If you’re donating something, please bring it next week at 8:30 A.M. 

Remember to show up next Sunday and bid on your favorite items!

Thank you in advance!  

              LPC Youth Group
Name: _________________________________________

Item you will donate: ______________________________________
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The Annual LAFFer’s Christmas Party will take place on Saturday, Dec. 9, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Dale Davis and Jake Allee, 1050 Brockenbraugh St., Metairie.  You are asked to bring a dish to share with others and a white elephant gift to be exchanged.  Childcare will be provided by Naomi James at church in the second session room from 6:45 to 10:00 p.m.  Please reserve your childcare today!

I NEED CHILDCARE:

Name: ___________________________________________

Children/Ages: _____________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Annual LAFFer’s Christmas Party will take place on Saturday, Dec. 9, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Dale Davis and Jake Allee, 1050 Brockenbraugh St., Metairie.  You are asked to bring a dish to share with others and a white elephant gift to be exchanged.  Childcare will be provided by Naomi James at church in the second session room from 6:45 to 10:00 p.m.  Please reserve your childcare today!

I NEED CHILDCARE:

Name: ___________________________________________

Children/Ages: _____________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________






